Potential targets for antiviral chemotherapy.
Serendipity and random screening have been successful in producing effective antiviral agents. The increase in our knowledge of the basic biochemistry of viral replication and of virus-host interrelationships has revealed not only an understanding of the targets upon which existing antiviral agents exert their inhibitory effect, but also has uncovered new potential targets. The hope is that such molecular understanding will afford the synthesis of compounds with selective antiviral activity. A review of various viral targets which are potentially susceptible to attack, and a few approaches for development of antiviral agents are presented.